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More buildings in Dubai
to get alarm system

Installation is mandatory to improve safety and protect the city

BY SIHAM AL NAJAMI
Staff Reporter

Dubai It is expected that
within a number of years,
more than 60,000 buildings
and assets in Dubai will be
fully installed with direct
alarm system to ensure and
enhance safety and protec-
tion in the city.

Direct Alarm System
installation is mandatory
requirement by law in all
public and private build-
ings and assets in Dubai,
said Lieutenant-Colonel
Rashid Khalifa, office Man-
ager of Assistant general
manager at the Dubai Civil
Defence.

The monitoring system
is organised by Dubai Civil
Defence and Pacific Con-
trol Systems of which more
than 2,000 buildings were
completed in Dubai in the
last year, with 300 hotels
currently underway.

Between the years 2000
and 2005, the number of
residential buildings in
Dubai increased by more
than 42 per cent. This year
they completed 4,000 com-
panies and 15,000 surveyed
for installations, said Beena
Abraham, Chief Operating
Officer of Pacific Controls.

“It is absolutely manda-
tory for all companies to
install the direct alarm sys-
tem otherwise they risk be-
ing fined,” said Lieutenant
Zayed Abdooli from the
Civil Defence.

Every building and asset
within Dubai, both gov-
ernment and private will
be monitored for fire, lift,
and emergency alarms us-
ing state of the art M2M
technology. Every building
will be monitored round

SAFETY

BENEFITS
TO CITIZENS

Benefits of installing the direct
Alarm System in the building
include:

+ 24x7 monitoring for life and
safety alarms

» Accurate and timely reporting

* Early notification of an
emergency

» Coordinating of emergency
services including fire brigade,
police and medical services.

» Supplying Civil Defense with
a pre-existing information
database of the building
containing shortest route to the
building, the number of levels,
emergency entrance and exits,
etc.

the clock, said Nigel Mac-
Kenzie, Business Develop-
ment Manager at Pacific
Controls.

This initiative is the first
ever move in the Middle
East and the Gulf to moni-
tor all buildings in Dubai
to ensure safety and fire
protection in all establish-
ments including industrial
and commercial buildings,
tourist venues, public de-
partments and residential
units. .

According to Pradipta
Mukherjee, Manager of
Technical Services at Pa-
cific Controls, the Direct
Alarm System is installed
in buildings and links with
the command control cen-
tre at Dubai Civil Defence
via satellite.

Using remote-communi-
cation technologies such

as GSM, GPRS, and GP, the
system monitors the build-
ings in real time, 24 hours a
day. The systems continual-
ly exchanges data and indor-
mation regarding the build-
ing emergency systems.

In the event of fire, lift,
pump or emergency break-
down, a critical alarm sig-
nal is sent to the command
control centre automatical-
ly. The system also sends
signals if any safety system
if out of order, he said.

Civil Defense also moni-
tors their vehicle location
to identify the nearest ve-
hicle to dispatch the rel-
evant emergency services
and equipment.

“E-monitoring of this
magnitude will strengthen
the safety infrastructure of
the city to enhance safety
measures,” he said during a
seminary workshop.



