


SPECIAL REPORT
MARCH 1, 2015

EDITORIAL
Executive Editor
Patrick Michael

Supplements Editor
Suchitra Steven Samuel
Sub-Editor
Sadiq Shaban
Reporting
Farhana Chowdhury
Suneeti Ahuja-Kohli

PRODUCTION

Designers
Mohammad Ejaz Khan
Sidharthan
Imaging
Venugopal Prabhu

ADVERTISING

Director Advertising
Haroon Qureshi
Senior Advertising Manager
(Supplements)

Philip Smith

DUBAI HEADOFFICE:
PO. Box 11243 Tel: +971 4 3383535
Fax: +971 4 3383345/46
E-mail: supplements@khaleejtimes.com

ABU DHABI:
P.O. Box 3082 Tel: +971 2 6337666
Fax: +971 2 6351122, E-mail: ktimesad@eim.ae

BAHRAIN:
Universal Enterprises, P.O. Box 1062 Manama
Tel: +97317290303 Fax: +973-17293818

OMAN-MUSCAT:

United Media Services SADC
P.O. Box 3305 Ruwi Postal Code 112
Tel: +968 24700896
Fax: 4968 24706512
E-mail: alpana@umsoman.com

INDIA:
Mediascope Publicitas, 51 Doli, Chamber
Colaba, Mumbai 400005
Tel: +91 22 613 77400, Fax:+91 22 22875718
E-mail: representations@publicitas.com

PAKISTAN:
Millennium Media, Karachi
Tel: +92-21-35480795
Fax: +92-21-35870242
Email: taugeermuhajir@gmail.com

ENGLAND:
47, Great Cumberland Place, LondonW1H7 LH
Tel: +44 20 7723 5083 Fax: +44 20 7706 4157

A Publication of
GALADARIPRINTING & PUBLISHING LLC

10

11

12

13

Your Safety, Our Concern

Steps to achieve response in
the shortest possible time

Race against the clock

Emergency Procedures
Manual: A glance

Enforcing fire safety at
facilities

Strategic goal of zero
waiting time

‘General safety is
everybody’s duty’

CONTENTS

14

15

18

19

20

Dynamic up-keep of
smart services

Optimisation of performance

Guiding best practices in
the field

Civil Defence International
Day gains national
observance

The Emirates Code

Easing operations with
e-access

Statistics revealed

Vital functions among
main operations



WORLD CIVIL DEFENCE DAY / UAE

YOUR SAFETY, OUR CONCERN

Armed with a mission to
protect lives, property

and the environment,
Major General Rashid
Thani Al Matrooshi, Acting
Commander-in-Chief

and Director General,

UAE Civil Defence, speaks
to Khaleej Times:

What is your vision and mission?

The UAE has seen rapid development in
various industrial, commercial, services,
trading and transport sectors. This growth
increases and diversifies the duties of
Civil Defence, which needs to appropri-
ately vary the methodology for executive,
technical and other human resource train-
ing needs, besides construction needs. A
comprehensive, scientific and profes-
sional vision is required to respond to
those needs, based on internationally rec-
ognised professional standards to deter-
mine the basic structure of the Civil De-
fence Services. This vision needs to take
into account the urban expansion and
diversity of materials used in the construc-
tion, services, industry and trade, besides
providing the highest degree of safety and
security for all residents and visitors.

An example of one of the strategic goals
is the one set by His Highness Shaikh
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice-
President and Prime Minister of the UAE
and Ruler of Dubai, to reduce the re-
sponse time of 90 per cent of accidents
to four minutes.

The annual plan for the year 2015-2016

Major General Rashid Thani Al Matrooshi
Acting Commander-in-Chief and Director General, UAE Civil Defence

includes the establishment of four new
Civil Defence centres and upgrading profes-
sional training by converting the Civil De-
fence training institute to an international
academy and electronic services to those
amenable to access by smart devices in all
basic and allied support services.

The application of intelligent systems
is the programme for homes, including
the strategic area of Jebel Ali and other
requisite facilities to protect buildings in
accordance with the provisions of the
Ministerial Decree 505 of 2012. This links
all Civil Defence services to the general
administration of Dubai Civil Defence with
the completion of the community out-
reach and applications guide. This is also

according to the requirements of indi-
viduals and society in different interna-
tional and local events.

What are the elements of
integration and interdependence
between the Civil Defence
strategy and plans of the Federal
and Local governments?

The General Administration of Civil
Defence in Dubai is keen in its annual plan
on the principle of interdependence and
integration with the UAE's 2021 vision
— the Ministry of Interior's and Dubai's
plan for the safety sector through strategic
performance signs and specific goals.
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His Highness Shaikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice-President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, on

a visit to the Civil Defence Centre in Al Manara on Shaikh Zayed Road. — Wam

PLANS INCLUDE:

> Best response and maintenance rates

> Achieve full readiness in fire stations

» Ensure safety for marine projects in the emirate

» Further development of fire services, air rescue and protection of trains

> Engagement with the relevant departments to respond to crises and
disasters

» Provide international assistance in crises and disasters

» Contribute to restore normalcy to the affected areas

» Ensure the application of safety requirements and sustainability

> Promote equipment circulation and meonitoring sustainability

> Ensure the secure handling of dangerous materials in all stages

> Achieve benchmarked improvements in the field of preventive screening
equipment

Enhance communication
Strengthen governance

T R gl R R g R NP T N R Rl N N N N

What is the institutional perfor-
mance measurement role in the
development of Civil Defence?

I The performance measurement integra-

Sa tion view is a perception that the challenge

is not between individual performance and
organisational unit of employment or sur-
rounding environment. Instead it is a chal-
lenge between right and wrong, to achieve

Strengthen and foster a preventive culture in society

Preparation and organisation of volunteers from Civil Defence
Development of control elements in the private sector

The development of preventive awareness among workers
Professional development of Civil Defence members

Promote a safe working environment at all work locations

Invest in Emiratis’ capabilities and maintain it

Provide a supportive internal environment for creativity and innovation
Enhance the effectiveness and efficiency of the management performance
Promote sustainability of assets and properties

Rationalisation of expenditure and increase revenue

Strengthen the strategic partnership with stakeholders

Increase the confidence of stakeholders in Civil Defence

Knowledge management implementation

administrative integration between the
employee’s performance and the organi-
sational unit’s performance. This is what
leads to an outstanding administrative
performance.

The main idea behind the institutional
measure is aimed at calculating results
of implementation of the administration
and comparing these results with planned
objectives in advance to ensure efficient

L

2015 will be a year of smart
services and professional training
to minimise response time and
promote the services provided
to the community, finance and
business sectors to ensure the
comfort and happiness of all
people in the UAE.

— Major General Rashid Thani

Al Matrooshi

implementation and, if any, difficulties are
encountered in it. It is also to avoid any
mistakes in the future.

Also, it is aimed at determining the re-
sponsibilities of what has been imple-
mented — individual, internal manage-
ment or external factors — and the errors
resulting from that implementation, that
is why the corporate performance mea-
surement is one of the key issues in the
administrative process. It affects the ben-
eficiaries of the Civil Defence and is also
affected by them.

Coming to institutional performance, it
is a key factor in the development of
Civil Defence services through a higher
level of services, and the identification of
administrative problems that exist in the
service sector to develop performance
levels. 2015 will be a year of smart ser-
vices and professional training to minimise
response time and promote the services
provided to the community, finance and
business sectors to ensure the comfort
and happiness of all people in the UAE.
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Steps to achieve response in the
shortest possible time

Brigadier Ahmed Obaid Al
Sayegh, Assistant Director
General for Fire and Rescue,
comments on the Civil
Defence’s aim to raise
standards and improve
response teams

The Civil Defence is keen to take advan-
tage of the best practices in various fields
of performance across its departments,
including reducing response time, in ac-
cordance with the highest international
standards and applications, besides being
responsive to local conditions. This would
be according to a clear methodology
based on the |latest communication tech-
nology and principles of danger adminis-
tration. Besides, the department is cog-
nisant of the directives of His Highness
Shaikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Mak-
toum, Vice-President and Prime Minister
of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, with re-
gards the response time of four minutes
by 2021. This is the main (best practice)
challenge of the Civil Defence.

Response time can be divided into:

> Team deployment time or alarm
time; also known as the starting
time.

> Travel time begins from the teams’
starting time and ends at the
arrival of the first vehicle of the
team to the accident scene.

Civil Defence aims to reach a period of
five seconds to respond to emergency
phone calls, and move the vehicle within
30 seconds. We consider that 10 seconds
as a time to answer 90 per cent of emer-
gency calls is good. According to the Na-
tional Assembly list for protection from
fire (NFPA -1221), the call on receipt
should be answered between 15 and 45
seconds and the Civil Defence teams need
to be on their way to the site within a
minute. Access to the site should be
within eight minutes by regulation (NFPA
- 1710).

The response depends on the quality of
the methods used and the expected speed
time. Note that Civil Defence vehicles drive
at 100 kilometres per hour on highways

Brigadier Ahmed Obaid Al Sayegh
Assistant Director General for
Fire and Rescue

such as Emirates Road and Dubai Al Aber,
As traffic jams and transfers resulting
from the development of roads adverse-
ly affect response time, these constraints
need to be taken into account when set-
ting standards for fire coverage plans.

What are the elements of the re-
sponse criteria?

There are three elements:

Distribution: Distribute Civil Defence
centres and resources as necessary to
ensure rapid deployment and reduce
emergency and mitigation.

Distances: How far are the necessary
multidisciplinary resource teams set to
provide an initial (and effective) response
within a sufficient time frame to move the
teams depending on the size and type of
accident risk.

Crews: The necessary number of volun-
teer Civil Defence personnel available to
respond to incidents.

What are the criteria adopted in
Dubai?

Dubai has been developing ‘Accident
Analysis’ using response records from
2002 to 2007, which saw improvement in

2007 alongside the manpower and tech-
nology. All this was designed to reduce
overall response time,

Among those initiatives is the 24/7
smart systems application. We are now
reviewing a new system to manage in-
formation on incidents to reduce the over-
all response time.

Target time for the first team to respond
to an incident is six to eight minutes of
travel time, and seven to nine minutes
overall (from receiving calls up until
reaching the site of the accident) in 90
per cent of total number of accidents.
Other allied support units’ response time
is 12 minutes or less for 80 per cent of
the total number of accidents.

What are the key performance stan-
dards or indicators of response
times?

Response times of performance standards
consist of two basic criteria using the
SMART (Specific, Measurable, Attainable,
Realistic and Timely) criteria:

> Response time should be
measurable

» Performance Measurement should
use a realistic target performance
level using different ways (average
- percentage).

Dubai Civil Defence uses overall mea-
surement ratios because it includes the
consolidated time frames of completed
tasks, and gives a good indication of the
service levels expected by the commu-
nity at large.

The interaction of the public has a sig-
nificant role in the performance of the
Civil Defence in determining response
times and performance response, starting
from receiving a call to moving the emer-
gency mechanisms and the arrival of
Civil Defence teams to the scene.

This means that the caller should clear-
ly outline all the required information such
as type of incident, accident site, and any
other information that may affect access
to the site.

On the road, motorists give make way
for Civil Defence vehicles responding to
an incident once they come across the
audio-visual alarm. They are also advised
not to obstruct the roads in front of the
Civil Defence mechanisms and keep ac-
cess areas clear to easily manoeuvre
emergency vehicles,
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Civil Defence
International
Day gains
national
observance

The UAE Civil Defence
joins the world with annual
activities and celebrations
under a unified theme

Mahmoud Hamad
Media Coordinator, Civil Defence

The world celebrates Civil Defence In-
ternational Day on March 1. The day of
observance was implemented in 1972
under the Civil Defence International
Organisation Constitution, strengthened
and developed as an inter-governmental,
international organisation of the United
Nations.

Since 2002, the International Civil Pro-
tection Organisation launched an inter-
national awareness programme on this
occasion to focus on the role of Civil De-
fence in every country and provide pro-
tection, prevention and control for all
people without exception. It is also to

protect the achievements of communi-
ties, national wealth, civilisational heri-
tage, as well as the local, regional and
international environment.

Every year, ceremonies are conducted
in all countries under a unified logo of
the services provided by the Civil De-
fence, for a particular segment of the
population or economy.

The Gulf Cooperation Council Civil De-
fence leaders have annual activities and
celebration programmes, which have
been implemented across the GCC.

This year the world celebrates the In-
ternational Day of Civil Defence under
the slogan 'Disaster Risk Reduction with-
in Sustainable Development' in order to
promote the reduction of natural and ac-
cidental disasters, including an attempt
to prevent disasters, if possible, mitiga-
tion, preparedness, response, rescue,
reduce the number of fatalities, and
minimise the economic and social losses
when they occur.

"We are living in an active planet, which
is relatively stable. But when facing a
natural phenomenon, poor infrastructure
and the lack of ability to absorb the ex-
treme phenomenon leads to disasters,”
Mahmoud Hamad, Media Coordinator,
Civil Defence, says.

A disaster is a sudden catastrophic
event which leads to multiple and succes-
sive crises. In certain circumstances, it
may worsen and cause other disasters.

"Global statistical studies suggest that
90 per cent of natural disasters are re-
lated to atmospheric phenomena (weath-
er, climate and water),” he adds.

A major reinsurance company in the
world, Munich Re, published an annual
report for 2014, which claimed that im-
provements in disaster preparedness and
response measures in recent years, in-
cluding early warning systems and rapid
evacuation from danger zones, means
greater number of survivors from natural
disasters such as earthquakes and floods.
For 2014, global disaster preparedness
reduced the number of deaths to 7,700
people in 2014 from 21,000 in 2013,

while the natural disaster economic loss-
es dropped to $110 billion from $140
billion in the previous year.

But still, the losses are serious. The
Civil Defence plays an essential role be-
fore, during and after the disaster, based
on a clear and integrated strategy.

The Civil Defence is a partner in the
sustainable development of any country.
Disasters caused by earthquakes, floods,
droughts, hurricanes and tsunamis lead
to devastating effects on humans and the
environments and economies in poorly
developed countries. But with built-in
resilience (of smart choices), people are
able to withstand these impacts and a
speedy recovery is still possible,

Smart choices help build resilience dur-
ing a disaster recovery, however, poor
ones make us more vulnerable, such as
the selection methods of agriculture, con-
struction and housing sites, dams sites,
industrial zones sites, the financial sys-
tem, teaching methods, natural resourc-
es management, and so on.

With the accelerated pace of natural
disasters causing more damage to human
ife and the prosperity of civilisation in
recent years, interest is substantially in-
creasing to concentrate the cities in safe
locations, with strong infrastructure, which
means safety in the present besides be-
ing smart in the future for residents.

This is associated with advance plan-
ning and a permanent state of vigilance
and attention.

Most experts hope to set a capacity to
withstand disasters, and this proactive
concept would strengthen the link be-
tween sustainable development and re-
duced disaster risk.
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The Emirates Code

Civil Defence applies the finest global prevention and
safety standards in buildings and facilities

Civil Defence is a key partner in
the overall development process,
especially for urban, industrial,
marketing and services. Besides,
the department is involved in in
the infrastructure design and
construction of city installations
and buildings in accordance with
the highest international fire pro-
tections standards.

To ensure unity of those stan-
dards in all emirates, the Civil
Defence General Command has
completed the first “Fire Safety
Standards Code in the state"
called the "Emirates code" in
Arabic and English, guided by the
best global standards, taking
“into account the emirates and
the Gulf environment.

The Code is characterised by
its criteria and effective scien-
tific methodology. Before the is-
suance of the Emirates Code, the
Dubai Civil Defence General Ad-
ministration applied the fire pro-
tection’s highest standards and
its applications are guided by the

best American, European, British, Japanese and Singaporean standards, while tak-
ing into account the UAE and GCC environment.

Based on local expertise and field applications, the Buildings and Installations Fire
Protection UAE code was formed by a Civil Defence specialists team, and put into

Effect from August 2011.

Statistics revealed

Ninety-five per cent of fire-related incidents in

2014 were ‘simple’

The total number of accidents in 2014 was 347 where two people died and 29 were
wounded. These statistics show a 8.7 per cent decrease from 2013.

While the number of rescue operations were 132 and 183 people rescued, there
were unfortunately two deaths and 29 injured. Seven operations were conducted

to support other departments.

The recurring time when fires occur is from 3pm to 4pm.

Ninety-five per cent of the total number of fires were ‘simple’, 4.3 per cent were
‘medium’ and 0.6 per cent of fires were big.

Out of all areas in Dubai, Al Barsha is the most vulnerable to fires, especially
since there are several private residential facilities. The area accounted for 30.8
per cent of fire-related incidents. The lowest incidence of fires was recorded in
towers, standing at 0.57 per cent,

To date, the busiest Civil Defence centre is Rashidiya with 70 fire incidents, while
Jebel Ali centre recorded two fire incidents. Al Warga and Jumeirah centres did not
report any fire incidents in the past year.

WORLD CIVIL DEFENCE DAY / UAE

Easing
operations
with e-access

The electronics
engineer
programme ensures
that time, effort,
cost and quality

of the results are
optimised

The Civil Defence uses an
electronics engineer
programme to facilitate the
adoption of engineering
plans for consulting firms
and procedures contractors.
It is an integrated and
consistent electronic
programme characterised by
the ease and speed of use,
as well as the possibility to
access it through the
Internet.

The electronic engineer
provides preventive
requirements according to
International Standards for
fire protection, approved by
the Civil Defence, and
conducts electronic
engineering evaluation
schemes and accreditation
over the internet to make
sure that it is subject to
safety requirements, without
physically visiting Civil
Defence centres.

The Civil Defence engineer
then visits the website to
check its plans and ensures
it is compliant with
mandatory preventive
requirements.

In case of non-conformity,
the engineer adds his
development remarks in a
portable document format file
(PDF), and sends it back to
the company. Engineering
plans are approved by the
Civil Defence department
only after the company
incorporates the engineer’'s
latest observations.
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Vltal functions among
main operations

Mahmoud Hamad, who coordinated the preparation ofthe
Civil Defence Community Awareness Preventive Guide,
speaks about the Guide’s targets and the importance role
played by an awareness lecturer

The Guide aims to:

1. Standardise the awareness methodologies and goals ad-
dressed to all population groups to be carried out by all the
actors in charge of the deployment of preventive awareness
in accordance with the vision of one unified message.

2. Consolidate and rationalise human resources, technical and
material available in all the concerned departments to foster
the safety culture and behaviour, and strengthen it through
initiatives undertaken by the outreach teams and partners.

3. Develop sustainable awareness programmes with smart
goals, so that they are Specific, Measurable, Achievable and
Realistic in the specified Time frame (SMART).

4. Develop and improve institutional and individual awareness
performance using the latest communication technologies
with the community.
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Give clarity to tools and indicators for measuring the
community outreach impact on public and individual en-
vironment safety.

Achieve the planned results in enhancing public confidence
strategy and dissemination of comprehensive preventive
awareness in the specified times.,

Identify the strengths and the awareness improvement
opportunities in all the sites and stages, and monitor the
successes, strengthen steps for implementation and
invest in improvement opportunities to achieve excellent
results.

Ensure the comprehensiveness, continuity, interactivity
and promotion of the awareness plans, making sure that
the application is according to what was planned.

Form a sustainable, knowledgeable and practical environ-
ment to turn from preventive awareness to preventive
behaviour.

WORLD CIVIL DEFENCE DAY / UAE

Knowledge about the key processes, duties and procedures
(protection, prevention and rescue), civil defence support
operation mechanisms (resources and support services),
and the nature of their interconnections.

Knowledge of who are targeted by community awareness?

What are their awareness preventive needs, and how to

spread awareness,

Knowledge of potential hazards at each site. What are the
ways of prevention, and how to deal with it when it occurs?

Knowledge of the necessary skills to ensure individual and

community safety (protection, prevention, fire, rescue and

first aid), and how to train others.

. Ability to deliver awareness programmes and messages

with the latest technologies in accordance with the in-
dicative target goals.

. Awareness of environmental and societal changes, which

require interactive response to the application of appropri-

The awareness lecturer's task is one of the vital functions and ate awareness programmes.
has the priority in the Civil Defence’s main operations. The
awareness lecturer's role is very important, which is why he 8. Ability to devise attractive awareness methods appropriate
should have special skills, qualities, abilities, knowledge and for each targeted group.
“ethics that enable him to perform successfully in terms of:
9. Cultural communication skills with targeted categories, the
ability to speak eloguently, and possessing professional,

scientific, simple and clear language.

1. Awareness of Civil Defence special laws, and public safe-
ty (Federal and Local)

Your advantage with Serenga in one glance:

=  Project covering range : emergency , anti-panic or escape route lighting
= Project covering applications : 12 meter height + anti-panic wall version
= Specially designed lens for optimized light distribution

* Modular, First-Fix installation

= 2 different shapes to suit interior design requirements
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Power and productivity A' .
for a better world™




Dubai Police rescue demonstration
during Intersec 2015
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. Committed to protect life

As pioneers in fire engineering and safety and rescue, Bristol and

Corodex Agencies, companies of the Concorde - Corodex Group,
have been lungmﬂmg partners of the UAE's Civil Defence

1
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"COMMITTED TO PROTECT LIFE” is
more than a company motto but also a
way of life and work ethic for Mahmoud
Awad, Managing Director of Concorde
- Corodex Group (CCG). Since the
establishment of CCG in 1974 in Abu
Dhabi, Awad has strived to steadfastly
grow his company to meet the needs
of the UAE, from its fast developing
market to its visionary leaders and
safety professionals.

Awad has always endeavoured to be
of service to the UAE and contribute not
only to its economy but by having an
active helping hand in the protection of
the country.

"We take pride in our role with the
UAE's Civil Defence which extends
beyond as a manufacturer of world
class firefighting equipment, but also
as a technology solution provider
collaborating with experts, trainers, and
standard setters in the field of safety
and rescue.

"This commemoration pays tribute to
the unwavering efforts and accomplish-
ments of this country’s national services
responsible for the fight against disas-
ters,” Awad emphasises the significance
of World Civil Defence Day as a celebra-
tion that raises awareness and sheds
light on the vital importance of civil pro-
tection to the public.

As pioneers in fire engineering and
safety and rescue, Bristol and Coro-
dex Agencies, companies of CCG, have
been longstanding partners of the UAE's
Civil Defence as the primary suppliers of
world-class firefighting equipment, ve-
hicles and safety and rescue equipment.

Mahmoud Awad
Managing Director of Concorde -
Corodex Group (CCG)

"We understand the needs of the
UAE’s rescue professionals and aim to
provide the highest level of gquality, in-
novation and efficiency. We're proud
that our products are on the ground ev-
ery day saving lives.

"Working side by side along with the
Civil Defence’'s esteemed officials for
many years has rooted us with great
appreciation to those who sacrifice and
serve to protect the UAE and its people.
To know we've been given the oppor-
tunity to serve the UAE leaves us with
much gratitude as well as continued re-
sponsibility to further our commitment
to the safety and rescue of the UAE and
its people,” Awad concluded.
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NEBOSH COURSES (Centré No: 536)

= NEBOSH International General Certificate

= NEBOSH Health and Safety at Wark

#« MNEBOSH Environmental Awareness at Work

I05H COURSES

I0SH Working Safely
I10SH Managing Safely
[O5H Supervising Safely

THE VALUE OF

K N ow L E D G E .

5ite Supervisor’s Safety Training Scheme (555T5)
Site Management Safety Training Scheme (SMSTS)
Eurolink Safety offers a wide range of high-quality training and
consultancy services with health and safety as its core

Construction Skills System Scaffolding

Safe Inspection of Scaffolds (SIS)

Safe Inspection of Scaffolds Complex (SISC)

Safe Erection and Dismantling of Basic Scaffolds - Part A
Safe Erection and Dismantling of Basic Scaffolds - Part B
Safe Erection and Dismantling of Basic Scaffold Complex

& ® # @ & & ® & &

CIEH COURSES (Centre No: 59398)

Level 1 and 2 Award in Health and Safety in the Workplace
Level 2 Award in Principles of COSHH

« Level 2 Award In Risk Assessment

« Level 2 Award in Manual Handling

Eurolink was started by Harry Wright in
1992, Since its inception, the company
has been dedicated to providing high-
quality health and safety training and
consultancy.

Eurolink Safety would like to thank the
Dubai Civil Defence team for their un-
wavering cooporation and support given

FIRST AID INTERNATIONAL (Centre No: ATC485)
First Ald courses approved by Dubai Corporation of Ambulance
Services (DCAS)

APPROVED BY:
« UAE Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs

to the company and its endeavours. Eu- » Dubal Municipality
: it e _ | « Dubai Civil Defence approved training centre
ml'_mf: n3s Laken se_veral IF'H_tI_EitWEE i .1_ | » Dubai Centre of Ambulance Services(DCAS)
training and educating participants on 1] + EHS-Trakhees (Department of Planning and Development -
W saiehy anc b dravetul o e Pubal - R I J otedge and Human Development Authority (KHDA)
Civil Defence for numerous opportunities Harry Wright + Dubal Actreditation Centre (DAC) )
to do this. Eurolink Safety’s Fire Safety Managing Director * Abu Dhabi Centre for Technical and Vocational Education and
: : i Training (ACTVET)
andl Fire Freventllon_Trammg courses are . N « Abu Dhabi Environmental, Health and Safety Centre (OSHAD)
designed to provide invaluable knowledge to its participants on how to
safely contain and extinguish small fires in the early stages. Eurolink MEMBERSHIP WITH
4 tical . gl: trai rtici . d t? h ?h h t NEBOSH, 10SH, CITB, CIEH, IIRSM, IEMA, HIGHFIELD, NFPA,
uses practical exercises to train participants and teac em how to FIRST AID INTERNATIONAL, BRITISH SAFETY COUNCIL

use fire extinguishers. This ensures their protection and the preven-
: OUR COURSES:
tion of _thE”t fire outbreaks. : N » Level 1 and Level 2 Basic Fire Safety and Fire Prevention
Eurolink Safety has been a local provider of Health and Safety Training Training
in the UAE since the early 90s. The company has since developed into General Health and Safety Awareness
ier health, safety and environment consultancy and training pro- Soflsuetion e venslal ety
a premier heaith, Y . | Y . gp Risk Assessment’s and Hazard Identification
vider in the Middle East. Its clientele is spread across a wide spectrum {F:I{?grrlnaré E;afetyr Emarene:sﬁ ey
s ; ¢ ¢ ¢ ; . 1 i nfined Space Entry and Gas Testing Awareness
of IndUStFIEE‘: ‘u*lmludmg cpnstructmq, engineering, baqkmg, and asrpqrt, HEE Riarerece and Breathir ABERrEIs
seaport, facilities, security and maintenance companies, mall shopping Permit to Work, Lock out-Tag out
centres. Its team of highly-qualified and internationally accredited con-
sultants always ensure the highest quality HSE training to its customers.
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Control of Substances Hazardous to Health
{COSHH Awareness)
R ; : _ Chemical Handling Safety Awareness
Qur training conforms with all local and international standards. Hand Held Pawer Tools Safety Awareness
i ' Eoll ; ; : Working at Height/Fall Arrest Equipment
Eurolink Safety GF‘fErs a w1d1:=, range of high-quality services _W|th ahirnelie WhEGLS Aty AW BriEds
health and safety as its core. This includes Health, Safety and Environ- Manual Handling Safety Awareness
ment Training, Consultancy Services for the formulation of HSE Man- Environmanial Awareness
Syst d Procedures, Safety Plans, Risk A ments T ogichl Shiely Alarences
agementr ystems an : 0 _ f ".l" ans, 5. 5_*5E55 ents, Internal Auditor Training Course on EMS
HSE Audits, HSE Inspections, and HSE Accident Investigations. (IS0:14001-2004)
It is also an approved training centre for the National Examination : éﬁ%fﬂﬁ;i‘;ﬂ;ﬁ';&"ﬂ?ﬁg E?lggafzﬁﬁ’uiﬁligﬁ‘15“””‘
Board in Occupational Safety and Health (NEBOSH), the Institute of
Occupational Safety and Health (I0S nstruction Skill ITB OTHER SERVICES PROVIDES:
ch P = y ; ( H), Constructio 5. s (C )/ AD EHSMS Documentation/Implementation
| artered Institute of Environmental Health (CIEH), Institute of En- HSE Management Systems
vironmental Management and Assessment (IEMA), First Aid Interna- Health and Safety Plans and Safety Policies
T g : . . . HSE Accident Inwvestigation
tmnall (FAI), and the Dubai Civil Defence (DCD) Fire Fighting training Full / Part Time Safety Advisors
[JI"D"u'IdEI'. HSE Audit and Inspections
Eurolink Safety offers tailormade HSE courses and services to suit 3rd Party Scaffolding Inspection (DAC approved)
lients’ : . I Risk Assessment and Management
Safety Office Records, Statistics and Documentation Set-up
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‘We do not wait for the developments, we create it’
His Highness Shaikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum,
Vice-President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai

Innovative monitoring system

NAFFCO has proudly developed
the cloud system to go along
with the vision and demand of
the UAE Civil Defence

UAE has developed extensively, not
only in architecture but also in the
safety of life. Regulations have been
issued to forbid the use of any non-
certified or non-approved products,
and based on that, systems must
comply with the latest NFPA stan-
dards and local codes,

In line with the strict application of
codes and standards and the country
momentum to develop, NAFFCO has
proudly developed the cloud system
to go along with the vision and de-
mand of the UAE Civil Defence.

Nowadays, it is vital to monitor
firefighting assets and equipment on

24/7 bases (especially fire pumps).
This is to make sure the system is
running perfectly, and to get immedi-
ate alarms or messages in case of any
failure, critical or abnormal situation,
so the maintenance team can take
necessary actions in the early and im-
mediate stages. NAFFCO implement-
ed a new innovative monitoring sys-
tem, which enables it to monitor your
Fire Pump 24/7 wherever it is.

The interfacing unit is connected
with the Fire Pump Controllers and
related sensors and equipment in the
Fire Pump room. This unit sends the
monitored signals to a special mo-
dem, and the second communicate
with NAFFCO Desktop Managing sys-
tem through 3G / GPRS, where NAFF-
CO maintenance team are monitoring
your pump 24/7, ready for action,
and always.

o

Khalid Al Khatib
Chief Executive Officer, NAFFCO, UAE

All smoke and no fire: Still a danger!

Priority is the safety of people
and Ducab recognises its
responsibility in educating the
market in makKing the rieht choice

Ashish Chaturvedy, Marketing Manager,
Ducab, believes that an ideal situa-
tion for people to be safe from fire and
smoke is a concerted move towards
adherence to local standards, and the
benefit of a more informed cabling de-
cision can have far-reaching impact on
life and property.

Experts say that in the event of a fire
in a home, building or public space, the
main cause of worry - and damage -
is smoke. Smoke contains highly toxic
gases, which can be fatal if inhaled and
can severely hinder visibility, even in ar-
eas not directly affected by the fire. If
you had to exit your home in the event
of a fire, you could find your way to the
nearest exit, but what if you were in a
public building? What if a hospital or a
school had to be evacuated? In these in-
stances, just a few minutes of visibility
can make a huge difference!

In the case of electrical cables, tra-
ditionally a leading cause of smoke in
the event of a fire, there are various
choices available in the market, in-

A
Ashish Chaturvedy
Marketing Manager, Ducab

cluding attractively-priced ones from
low-cost markets, but a major share of
these wires and cables are unapproved,
substandard in nature and only a hand-
ful are actually approved for use in the
UAE. Ducab is one of them.

In the UAE, we are secured by strin-
gent and effective fire safety protocols
driven and standardised by civil au-
thorities and local and federal govern-
ments. The authorities lay down stan-
dardisation guidelines that take into
consideration various factors, including
the local weather conditions, approved
materials, the type of use, and longev-
ity of the products.

Government standards insist that

cables used in the UAE need to be low-
smoke (for higher visibility) and zero-
halogen (for less collateral damage).
This requires manufacturers like Ducab
to undertake extensive testing and real-
world application to ensure adherence.
We follow local as well as global stan-
dards, which means that best practices
from around the globe are combined
with local relevance, resulting in prod-
ucts such as our FlamBICC range.

From the manufacturer’s standpoint,
the education around this happens main-
ly at the distributor and retailer level,
something that Ducab has been driving
across the region for a number of years.
Through our ‘PowerOverFire’ campaign,
we reach out to partners through per-
sonal visits, roadshows, and a ‘mobile
classroom’ truck to create general fire
safety awareness for the society

The ultimate decision - and the *Pow-
erOverFire” - rests with the customer.
As in all areas, if there is a focus on low
cost, quality and safety will suffer, and
this effectively puts individuals in harm’s
way. As long as humans and property
are threatened by fire, we believe that
the firm priority is the safety of people,
and Ducab recognises its responsibility
in educating the market in making the
right choice,
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INSIGHTS
ONSFFECO'S
SUCCESSFUL
JOURNEY BY
THE CEO

The firm has a long-standing
reputation for pioneering
innovation

Hadi Al Khatib
CEO and President, SFFECO Global

We have clearly shifted our
concept from importing to
exporting. Our wide product
portfolio, after-sales service,
warranty and credibility,
experience and power to tailor
prices to match with the market

requirements and of course, high-

quality products have made us a

one-stop-shop for all firefighting

requirements.

— Hadi Al Khatib

SFFECO
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SFFECO Global is a market leader that
specialises in manufacturing fire-fight-
ing equipment. With a long-standing
reputation for pioneering innovation,
the company has three state-of-the-
art plants, with high-tech equipment,
to manufacture and sell a wide spec-
trum of products in fire and safety in-
dustry, ranging from extinguishers to
fire trucks.

“I am proud that we have been able
to establish our work units in Saudi
Arabia, the UAE and the UK. It gives
us the flexibility to understand global
market trends and be close to our cli-
ent needs. It gives me immense plea-
sure to realise that apart from busi-
ness expansion, we are also able to
understand and contribute towards
the needs of the community, by en-
suring safety in their daily lives. With
this level of firm foundation that
we possess, you can clearly notice
that we expand with wisdom and
prosper in harmony,” Hadi Al Khat-
ib, CEO and President, SFFECO, told
Khaleej Times.

SFFECO's success story has gone
through various stages. "We were es-
tablished in the early 1980s and slowly
but surely expanded our product line
to cover almost all products in the
fire-fighting business. We also set up
distributor network and sales offices in
the region. In the second decade of our
journey, we expanded our vision and
sales and crossed the borders of Saudi
Arabia and GCC countries. To date, we
succeeded in reaching up to 100 coun-
tries across the globe. The third decade
found us acquiring key certificates and
new products to enhance our global
presence. It also saw the inception of
manufacturing facilities in the UK and
the UAE."

Moreover, Al Khatib added: "By
the grace of God and team effort by
the beginning of the fourth decade,
we were able to have state-of-the-
art manufacturing facility in the UAE,
which specialised in certified fire pump
and diesel engine drivers branded as
black stallion."

SFFECO is now considered a spe-
cialist manufacturer of the firefighting
industry. “"We have clearly shifted our

concept from importing to exporting.
Our wide product portfolio, after-sales
service, warranty and credibility, ex-
perience and power to tailor prices to
match with the market requirements
and of course, high-quality products
have made us a one-stop-shop for all
firefighting requirements. We under-
stand that every customer has his/her
own set of requirements and we cater
to their heeds by providing customised
solutions. Apart from all these, we also
provide consultation as well as design
suppoft and training (orientation) for
our clients,” the CEO revealed.

Simultanously SFFECO has made a
mark In working towards translating
experience to achievement. “We at
SFFECO, through continuous and rig-
orous testing and verification, coupled
with streamlined workflows in all de-
partments, ensure accuracy in perfor-
mance and give confidence to all our
clients. This is directly reflected in the
quality of the products that we deliver.
This, along with the competitive prices
that we offer would be attractive for
any customer,” Al Khatib said.

The company has plans to add more
value to its comprehensive list of cer-
tificates and product lines, create
awareness and serve the community
through wvarious initiatives. SFFECO
will . also introduce eco-friendly and
energy efficient products and gain full
product compliance to international
standards. “MNothing would have been
possible without the tireless support
from the staff. The attitude to stay
together even at times of adversities
has helped us grow to this extend.
We have proved ourselves to be a lo-
cal corporate with a very strong global
presence. Together, we will unfold our
presence even more.”

“Staying active and competitive in
growing markets like the Middle East
and GCC is a Herculean task. With
enormous number of constructions,
along with several new projects like
FIFA World Cup 2022 in Qatar, Dubai
Expo 2020 in pipelirie, there is a con-
stant need to introduce new technolo-
gies and products that match the ever-
changing and ever-evolving require-
ments. We have a strong R&D team,
equally supported by highly qualified
and committed engineers and strate-
gists who are on the job 24/7, with
one common aim to give the best,” the
CEO concluded.

—sadig@khaleejtimes.com

FIGHTING FIRE
WITH TECHNOLOGY
IS OUR

HERITAGE

SFFECO
W
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A CLICK AWAY

Civil Defence continues to
apply the 24X7 DCD project
as one of the sustainable
strategic online protection
projects in all buildings
and facilities

The Dubai Civil Defence has intro-
duced a unique platform that will help
the emirate’s residents to report an
emergency situation in their premises
in the easiest possible way. The Direct
Alarm System for homes connects the
residents to the state-of-the-art Dubai
Civil Defence 24x7 Command Control
Centre, thus enabling the building oc-
cupants to alert Dubai Civil Defence in
the event of a fire or any life and safety
incident at their premises with the click
of a button.

The unique solution is co-developed
by the Dubai-headquartered Pacific
Controls, the leading provider of ICT en-
abled managed services and converged
engineering solutions for buildings and
infrastructure projects globally.

The Direct Alarm System allows citi-
zens to report an emergency alarm to

Dubai Civil Defence with the click of a
button. The system provides the best
possible chance of an emergency be-
ing dealt with, before it has chance to
take hold and cause substantial loss.
The new solution adds more power to
DCD’'s 24x7 Direct Alarm System and
enhances the organisation’s capabilities
to monitor live and react to situations
even before the personnel have reached
the accident site.

The primary advantage of the Direct
Alarm System for homes is the increased
ability to raise an alarm immediately,
when needed, at the shortest possible
time and in the easiest way. All special
information on the residence includ-
ing location map, shortest route to the
building, building picture and exit-entry
points are pre-populated in the system,
which comes up on the computer screen
at Dubai Civil Defence control room
whenever an alarm is triggered for im-
mediate dispatch.

The Direct Alarm System for homes
uses the latest technology to save lives
and protect residents by connecting the
premises to the Dubai Civil Defence
Command Control Centre, where alarms
are monitored, false alarms are filtered
out, and genuine alarms trigger the rap-
id dispatch of an emergency response
vehicle at the click of a button.

The state-of-the-art 24x7 DCD Control
Command Centre is set up by Dubai Civil
Defence in the headquarters of Pacific
Controls, the Middle East's first LEED
certified platinum-rated Green Building.

Dilip Rahulan, Executive Chairman,
Pacific Controls, said: "It has been a
great privilege to work with the Dubai
Civil Defence. Over the years, the Dubai
Civil Defence has built unrivalled civil
defence combat capabilities. We are
happy to have been a partner in their
journey and will continue to develop
and provide the latest solutions that will
help Dubai Civil Defence to achieve its
objectives.”

A residential unit is connected to
the Command Control Centre enabling
building occupants to alert the Dubai
Civil Defence in the event of a fire or any
life and safety incident at their prem-
ises. The alarm once reported provides
dispatchers with a detailed view of the
location and readiness of all the emer-
gency service vehicles at all times.

Using state-of-the-art. machine-to-
machine (M2M) technology, and a
world-leading 24x7 DCD Command
Control Centre on a cloud computing
platform, this wireless system replaces
the outdated terrestrial line-based sys-
tem to deliver faster response times
and higher efficiency.
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Dubai Civil Defence -Pacific
Controls National Life
Safety system has won
Kudos for its efficiency

and innovation

IN 2008, Dubai Civil Defence and Pacific
Controls together embarked on a project
to enhance the life safety and national
security in Dubai by implementing the
24x7%365 National Life Safety systems
through a 24x7 Command Control Cen-
tre (CCC). On completion of the project,
every private and government building
within Dubai will be monitored for fire,
lift safety, and emergency alarms using
state-of-the-art M2M technology.

The 24x7 National Life Safety System
is an integral part of the major alarm
monitoring network upgrade. This de-
ployment has streamlined the fire alarm
monitoring and the information trans-
mission path to the Dubai Civil Defence
dispatch centre, allowing the fire ser-

Firefighting pumps

- Specialized system

& =

2 Site details (like location, landmark etc.)

Gas leakage detection panel

Fire alarm control panel

Making Dubai a safe haven

vice to focus more on fire prevention
and timely emergency response. The
system gives residents and visitors
confidence in their daily safety with the
support of Dubai Civil Defence.

The Pacific Controls 24x7 National
Life Safety system supports real time
monitoring of private and government
buildings for fire, lift and emergency
alarms providing a 21st century solu-
tion for this critical municipal responsi-
bility. This innovative system allows all
authorised persons to access relevant
and up-to-date information at any time
from almost any web-enabled device.
It provides dispatchers with a detailed
view of the location and readiness of
all the emergency service vehicles at
all times. Using state-of-the-art M2M
technology, and a world-leading 24x7
CCC on a cloud computing platform.

Pacific Controls has implemented one
of the leading state-of-the-art crisis
management systems for life and safety
alarm monitoring. The Mational Life and
Safety solution (Operations Manager)
from Pacific Controls is an integrated
suite of tools for managing projects and
people's performance, achieving an un-

”) ©

Fire station

Vehicle Tracking System

997 >
Hotline

% Fire station

Fire station

paralleled level of visibility and account-
ability with its framework of goals, ac-
tion plans and results. It has the most
up-to-date Alarm Monitoring Software
system worldwide, which handles all
types of electronically generated sig-
nals and alarms including emergency,
fire, technical and GPS positions.

The Operations Manager is tightly in-
tegrated with the Pacific Controls Fleet
Management solution at the 24x7 CCC,
which gives the dispatchers a better
overview of what is happening than
with older separate systems. An inte-
grated map displays both the position
of the incident and the status of the
nearest emergency vehicles.

In Dubai, by implementing the 24x7
monitoring system for safety alarms,
the Dubai Civil Defence Pacific Con-
trols National Life Safety system has
achieved accurate, timely and early
notification of emergencies. It supports
efficient coordination of emergency
services, including fire brigade, police
and medical services, to tackle safety
situations and has reduced the number
of fires by 25 per cent in the first three
years of operation.
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Best of
breed
solutions

Pacific Controls’ National Life
and Safety Services Delivery
Platform can build on the
existing capabilities of agencies
responding to emergency

The Pacific Controls 24x7 National Life
and Safety Services Delivery Platform
helps government agencies to save lives
and protect property. This innovative
system is a central communication and
information management platform with
situational and geographic awareness. It
allows all authorised persons to access
relevant and up-to-date information
at any time, from any location, using
almost any web-enabled device, and
provides seamless service integration
with smart phones and tablets using a
mobility platform.

The system manages and pro-actively
maintains, early warning systems,
emergency alarms and vehicle fleets
and also co-ordinates evacuation plans
and search and rescue operations.
It supports first responders whether
they are at the emergency service
headquarters, the emergency control
room or attending an incident. The open
platform allows best-of-breed solutions
to work together and can build on the
existing capabilities of the agencies
responding to the emergency.

Dubai Civil Defence (DCD) is respon-
sible for emergency response in Dubai
and was keen to increase the safety and
security of its citizens. It was faced with
some problems with buildings in which
the fire alarms and safety equipment
sometimes failed to work when needed,
In addition, there were numerous oc-
casions where the emergency services
would be called out to false alarms. DCD
was also keen to improve its response
times to genuine alarms.

Dubai Civil Defence formed a
partnership with Pacific Controls to
connect the fire alarms and fire fighting
systems of all its buildings in the city
to Pacific Controls end-to-end managed
services in order to use the National Life

and Safety Services Delivery Platform for
remote monitoring and to provide real-
time management of the emergency
vehicle fleet. The managed service
identifies faults for immediate repair,
prioritises alarms and ensures the most
suitable wvehicle is despatched to any
emergency as quickly as possible.

Delivered value

The real-time alarm monitoring and
information management platform
delivered for DCD seamlessly integrates
alarms, dispatch and fleet management.
Remote monitoring of all life and safety
equipment allows DCD to proactively
maintain emergency alarms and first-
responder vehicles so that systems are
ready to use when an emergency occurs.
This helps ensure that the right services
are dispatched as quickly as possible.
It supports first responders whether
they are at the emergency service
headquarters, the emergency control
room or attending an incident; and
provides them with detailed information
about the location of an incident,
including site plans. Faster response
times can prevent emergencies from
escalating and this has helped to reduce
the number and the impact of serious
fires and other emergency incidents in
Dubai. This, in turn, has resulted in a
significant reduction in the number of
lives and properties lost.

Pacific Controls Solution

Pacific Controls has developed a world
leading system that uses ICT to manage
alarm systems and emergency response,
It has been deployed to great effect by
Dubai Civil Defence. It addresses:

Prevention: Through ensuring that
safety equipment in buildings is main-
tained and continually monitoring alarm
systems to check they are working.

False alarms: Using proven techniques
to allow operators to identify false
alarms before emergency services time
is wasted.

Faster response through improved
alarm handling, greater knowledge
about vehicles whereabouts and equip-
ment, and information sharing about the
emergency and the site.

Readiness of equipment: The system
manages the maintenance and location
of vehicles and other equipment used
by the emergency services.

Co-ordination during an incident:
The system stores information about
the buildings covered, location of wa-
ter points, escape routes, etc and can
share the information rapidly with first
responders. It also tracks the vehicles
and can quickly identify the nearest ve-
hicle that is ready to go.

mam
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